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PLANNED VA HOSPITAL IN AURORA 


Incomplete and insufficient 


Officials “pessimistic” 
about filling jobs for 
opening months out. 


By Mark K. Matthews 
The Denver Post 


WASHINGTON» In a matter of 
weeks, the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs is expected to 
announce that it has all but com- 


pleted construction of a new hos- 
pital in Aurora — a major mile- 
stone for a project that drew na- 
tional outrage in 2015 when the 
agency admitted it was $1 billion 
over budget. 

But according to a congressio- 
nal document obtained by The 
Denver Post, the Jan. 23 target will 
be little more than an illusion as 
the team building the $1.7 billion 
facility expects to spend several 


more months finishing hundreds 
of items on its to-do list. 

Even then, the project is unlike- 
ly to reach its full potential when 
it opens later this year. 

Officials at the VA are “pessi- 
mistic” about filling all the jobs at 
the new hospital in time for its 
planned summer opening, which 
“may reduce services initially of- 
fered,” according to the latest 
findings. 


Also, because of the way the 
new hospital campus was 
built, there won’t be enough space 
for facilities such as a rehabilita- 
tion center for veterans who have 
post-traumatic stress disorder. 

The shortcoming means it’s 
likely the VA will keep open for at 
least three years the Denver hos- 
pital that the Aurora campus is 
supposed to replace. 

The timeline could stretch even 


longer if Congress doesn’t ap- 
prove the VA’s request to spend 
millions of additional dollars to 
construct another building at the 
new campus, although the whole 
situation is going to cost taxpay- 
ers either way — since keeping 
open the old facility is also expen- 
sive. 

“Operating both (VA medical 
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STROKES OF PLUCK 


Quadriplegic artist’s determination, 


talent on full display 


RACISM 


‘Trump’s 


Mouth-painting artist Matt Hendrick, 47, lost the use of his hands when his spinal cord was damaged in a car 
accident in 1991. Hyoung Chang, The Denver Post 


By Kevin Simpson The Denver Post 


he oil portraits, most on squares of canvas, line the main rooms and gaze at all 

angles into the living space of Matt Hendrick’s Aurora home. They all share the 

same artistic underpinnings, only three shades of color on either a black or white 
background — deceptively simple, especially considering how the artist produces them. 


Hendrick looks at his work from his 
wheelchair. A car accident 26 years 
ago left him quadriplegic, but that 
hasn’t kept him from finding serenity 
through his art. 

“Its like a meditation,” he says. 

But he performs this ritual without 
the use of his hands. He tried holding a 
brush with his damaged fingers once 
but didn’t care for the erratic results. 
After seeing a YouTube video of an- 
other painter with disabilities grip the 
brush in his mouth, with astounding 


results, Hendrick gave it a try. 

Now, he creates distinctive portraits, 
inspired by photographs, that take him 
about six hours to complete. Through- 
out the course of “mouth painting,” as 
he calls it, he occasionally takes time 
out to rest his neck when it gets fa- 
tigued from the brushstrokes. 

He has sold some prints off his Insta- 
gram account, MattHendrickart, but 
he still owns all but the very first of his 
originals — that one was a gift to a rela- 
tive — and sounds almost as enamored 


of the process as with the finished 
products posted on his website. He 
loves turning on his video camera and 
making time-lapse recordings of him- 
self at work. 

“It slows you down and puts you in 
the present moment,” Hendrick says of 
his painting. “I won’t think about anxi- 
eties or problems, just focus on what 
I’m doing. The time goes by fast, and 
the feeling lingers for a while. My mind 
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words 
restoke 
debate 


By Julie Pace 
The Associated Press 


More than 150 years after the aboli- 
tion of slavery and more than 50 
years after the passage of the Civil 
Rights Act, President Donald 
Trump’s incendiary comments about 
immigrants have ripped open a jar- 
ring debate in the United States and 
around the world: Is the American 
president racist? 

To Democrats and some historians, 
there is little dispute given the presi- 
dent’s own words and actions. His po- 
litical rise was powered first by his 
promotion of lies about Barack 
Obama’s citizenship, then by his alle- 
gations that Mexican immigrants to 
the United States were rapists and 
murderers. 

During a private meeting with law- 
makers Thursday, he stunningly ques- 
tioned why the U.S. would admit Hai- 
tians or people from “shithole” coun- 
tries in Africa, expressing a 
preference instead for immigrants 
from Norway, a majority white nation. 

“President Trump said things that 
were hate-filled, vile and racist,” said 
Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill., who attend- 
ed the meeting and confirmed the 
president’s comments. 

On Friday, few Republicans de- 
fended the president’s remarks, and 
party leaders were silent most of the 
day. Those who did speak out argued 
the comments were merely unvar- 
nished statements on the economic 
blight in some regions of the world, 
not an expression of racial prefer- 
ence. Others said Trump, a 71-year- 
old who relishes rejecting political 
correctness, was voicing views held 
quietly by many. 

“Tve said all along the president 
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Colorado statehouse. Democrats 
outraged by Trump’s remark. »15A 


DENVER & THE WEST 


LEGAL MARIJUANA FINDS 
SUPPORT IN CONGRESS 


More than 70 members of Congress have 
signed a letter to support a spending-bill 
amendment that would ensure 
protections for states that have 
authorized some form of marijuana 
legalization. »2A 


NATION 


CALIF. RESCUE CREWS 
SEARCH FOR MISSING 


The oldest victim was 89. The youngest 
just 3. Officials released the names of the 
at least 18 dead in the California 
mudslides as crews in Montecito kept 
digging through the muck and rubble 
looking for seven still missing. »14A 


COMING SUNDAY 


FED’S BRANCH BANK 
IN DENVER TURNS 100 


It was the Amazon HQ2 of 1918. But the 


Mile High City lost out to Kansas City to 


be one of the regional banks of the new 
Federal Reserve. The then-smaller 


Denver became a branch, shown in 1917, 
of the now-smaller Kansas City instead. 
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